Fee and Expense Payment Process
 COMPENSATION 

A.  Attorneys will be paid a flat fee based on the petition filed according to the following schedule: 

1.      Board certified in juvenile law:

Detention/furlough/release hearings

$95

                                    Guardian ad litem 



$70 

                                    Agreed misdemeanor adjudication

$150

                                    Agreed felony adjudication


$160

                                    Uncontested disposition


$150

                                    Uncontested modification


$270

                                    Certification/Transfer Hearing, agreed
$260

                                    Agreed post-disposition de-registrations        $260

2.      Board certified in criminal law:

                                    Detention/furlough/release hearings

$90

                                    Guardian ad litem 



$65 

                                    Agreed misdemeanor adjudication

$140

                                    Agreed felony adjudication 


$150

                                    Uncontested disposition 


$140

                                    Uncontested modification                               $250

                                    Certification/Transfer Hearing, agreed
$250

                                    Post-disposition de-registration                      $250

3.      Not board certified:

                                    Detention/furlough/release hearings

$80

                                    Guardian ad litem



$55

                                    Agreed misdemeanor adjudication                 $130

                                    Agreed felony adjudication 


$140

                                    Uncontested disposition 


$130

                                    Uncontested modification 


$240



Certification/Transfer Hearing agreed
$230
                                    Post-disposition de-registration

$230 

4.   The presumed maximum for investigation/expert fees is $500 with prior court approval of the employment.  “Experts” do not include appointment of psychologists or psychiatrists mandatory for the hearing. 

5.   Incidental expenses related to research, jail visits, conferences with clients and/ or witnesses including parents, mail and copying expenses, courier fees or any other miscellaneous expense(s) associated with your appointed case will not be paid separately.  All expenses, except expert fees or investigation expenses are included in the rates set out above. The court will consider reimbursement for extraordinary out of pocket expenses.

6.   Upon good cause shown, the Court may approve an amount which exceeds the above rates for compensating a court-appointed attorney based upon the time and labor required, the complexity of the case, and the experience and ability of the appointed counsel. 

7.   If multiple cases for a child are on the docket and heard at the same time, an additional $45 for board certified and $40 for other attorneys shall be added for each case adjudicated, considered or consolidated or heard at the same hearing. 

8.   For contested hearings the following rates may apply:
Hourly Rates

             Activity                             Minimum                                     Maximum
                        Out of Court Services

$75/hr                                           $125/hr

                        In Court Services

$75/hr                                           $125/hr
 
                       Appeals


$75/hr                                           $125/hr  
9. The trial judge presiding over the proceedings shall review the request for compensation and either approve or disapprove of the amount requested. If a judge disapproves a request for compensation, the judge shall make written findings, stating the amount of payment that the judge approves and each reason for approving an amount different from the requested amount.
10.   Investigators, Experts, Necessary Expenses.  Counsel appointed in a non-capital case shall be reimbursed for reasonable and necessary expenses, including expenses for investigation and for mental health and other experts.  Expenses incurred with and without prior court approval shall be reimbursed, according to the procedures set forth below.  When possible, prior court approval should be obtained before incurring expenses for investigation and for mental health and other experts. 
11.  Procedure Without Prior Court Approval:  An attorney shall be reimbursed for reasonable and necessary expenses including expenses for private investigators licensed in Texas, mental health experts and other incurred on behalf of the appointed client as provided by TEX CODE CRIM. P. ARTICLE 26.05(d), 26.052 and case law.
